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Course: English & Language Arts South Carolina  

Uniform Grading Scale 

A= 90-100 

B= 80-89 

C= 70-79 

D= 60-69 

F= Below 60 

Instructor: Corinne Jimenez 

Telephone number: 476-3705 

Email: cjimenez@lexrich5.org  

Website: https://www.lexrich5.org/cjimenez 

Time available for conferencing or phone calls: 11:30-1:00  

Time available for extra tutoring: Thursday 7:15-8:15 or by 

appointment 

  
Course Description: This course is designed to strengthen and refine the foundation of literacy skills 

designated in the South Carolina State Standards for English Language Arts. Students will develop  
reading skills in literary texts from a variety of cultures, a variety of informational texts, and non-print 

texts. Students will learn strategies for making predictions, inferring, and drawing conclusions in various 

genres. Students will engage in the writing process to write a variety of products for different audiences 

and purposes. Through inquiry, students will explore a variety of text and will learn to support their 

thinking, writing, and speaking with evidence from those texts. Language instruction will focus on the 

correct use of Standard American English including a study of conventions of grammar and usage in 

writing. Students will apply vocabulary skills to include word analysis such as words in context and Greek 

and Latin stems. Students will be expected to reinforce and enrich classroom instruction with homework 

to extend the learning. 

  
Textbook & Materials: The textbook resource for this course is Collections, published by Houghton 

Mifflin Harcourt (HMH). Differentiation will be provided through independent and guided reading of 

https://www.lexrich5.org/ims
https://www.lexrich5.org/aherring


selected passages of advanced length and complexity. Direct instruction will be provided for annotation 

and comprehension strategies of above grade-level texts with an emphasis on read-alouds to model the 

analysis of literary devices. In addition, students will use selected text sets, which will include novels and 

related informational passages. Students will need a 100-page composition notebook to be used in the 

classroom daily. 

 

Instructional Goals:  During first quarter the reading focus is on citing textual evidence to support 

understanding with both informational and literary texts (with emphasis of literary texts to be used as 

anchor/mentor texts).  This is the overarching focus of quarter one because it builds and strengthens 

foundational skills for students, and citing textual evidence is the basis for the progression of 6th grade 

standards.  During quarter one, students will determine the theme of a piece of text by citing evidence 

rather than their personal judgements, they will use text evidence to determine the author’s choice of 

point of view, and they will also analyze what a text says explicitly as well as what can be inferred. 

Mentor/anchor literary texts read during quarter one should have a strong and apparent plot structure 

in order to reteach the elements of plot to students.  During the first quarter, the writing focus to 

reintroduce the components of informative/explanatory writing learned in previous grades.  During this 

quarter, students will practice writing pieces of informative/explanatory writing to introduce and 

develop a focused topic.  In their writing students will be expected to use appropriate transitions, 

precise language, and to establish and maintain a style and tone authentic to the purpose; and provide a 

concluding statement or section that follows the information or explanation presented.  Students will 

apply what they are currently learning with citing text evidence to paraphrase, quote, summarize a text 

without plagiarizing, and they will learn to follow a standard format for citations.  Students will use the 

process of planning, revising, editing, and rewriting while practicing their informational/explanatory 

pieces. Explanatory writing is the writing focus of  quarter one because it provides an effective 

introduction for organizational structure and text features (which are also addressed in teaching 

students to determine central idea, which is one of the reading focuses of the unit) and is a good bridge 

between narrative and argumentative writing.  

 
During the second quarter the focus for reading understanding what a text says explicitly as well as 
through inferences. Students will apply what they have learned about citing text evidence to make 
logical inferences based on what the text says explicitly.  Students will cite specific textual evidence 
when writing or speaking to support conclusions they draw from the text, and they will write objective 
summaries free of personal judgements.  Students will read both literary and informational texts this 
quarter, with a heavier emphasis of informational texts and arguments.  They will write objective 
summaries free of personal judgements to identify the central idea and the supporting details of a text. 
Determining central idea and summarizing are the foundation of comprehending informational texts. 
They will also write to summarize an author’s argument without inserting their own opinions.  Students 
will read argumentative texts to introduce the necessary vocabulary for understanding/evaluating an 
argument and to determine an author’s purpose. Second quarter writing focus is to reintroduce the 
components of argumentative writing learned in previous grades.  Students will practice writing 
arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence from credible sources.  During 
quarter two, students will introduce a claim and logically organize reasons and evidence to support their 
claim.  Students will continue to deepen their understanding of paraphrasing, quoting, and summarizing 
a text without plagiarizing, and they will learn to determine the credibility of sources.  During quarter 
two, students will practice maintaining a formal style and write conclusions that support their argument. 



Students will also write summaries of argumentative texts they read this quarter without inserting their 
own opinions. 
 
The reading focus for quarter three is comparing and contrasting print/non-print texts, both literary and 
informational.  During quarter three, students will compare and contrast the experience of reading a 
story, drama, or poem to listening to or viewing an audio, video, or live version of the text.  Students will 
also integrate information presented in different formats to develop a coherent understanding of a topic 
or issue.  Students will continue to strengthen their ability to cite text evidence and summarize 
information presented. During quarter three students will write a formal informational/explanatory 
piece of writing by integrating information presented in a variety of formats and summarizing 
information to develop and deepen understanding of a topic.  
 
The reading focus for quarter four is on the ability to trace and evaluate an argument from beginning to 
end.  This is the focus of quarter four because students must be able to cite specific textual evidence, 
analyze explicit and inferred meaning of a text, and compare/contrast a variety of texts presented in 
diverse formats before they can evaluate and write an argument with specific claims based on textual 
evidence. Students must apply the 6th grade standards learned from quarters one, two, and three in 
order to understand how claims/arguments are supported, trace and evaluate an argument, and 
distinguish the validity of a claim; prepare students to write a text dependent analysis for SC Ready. The 
writing focus for quarter four is to revisit and deepen understanding of argumentative writing taught 
during quarter two and to create a formal piece of writing.  During quarter four, students will build upon 
their understanding and application of the components of argument writing. 
  
Scope and Sequence: 

Quarter 1 (August 21-October 24) 

Literary Texts 

Citing Text Evidence 

Theme 

Informational Writing 

Vocabulary 

 

Quarter 2 (October 29-January 16) 

Informational Texts 

Citing Text Evidence 

Objective Summarizing 

Argument Writing 

Vocabulary 

Quarter 3 (January 17-March 25) 

Literary and Informational Texts 

Comparing/Contrasting Text Features 

Formal Multi Paragraph Explanatory Writing 

Vocabulary  

Quarter 4 (March 26-June 5) 

Evaluating Arguments 

Argument Writing 

Vocabulary 

 

 

Uniform Grading Policy 
Sixth grade will use category weights  to determine the final grade.  Please see the table below.  Major 
grades will be entered into the gradebook within ten school days while minor grades and practice grades 
will be entered within five school days.  Midterm and final exams will count as 20% of the semester 
grade.  Please see the chart below for grade category and weights.  In case of absence, students are 
responsible for obtaining missed notes and other assignments upon return. Parents or students may 
also email the teacher for missed work. Make-up work must be completed and turned in within 5 days 



of an absence. Grades will be updated weekly.  
 
 
Grade calculations: 

Practice Grades: 15% Minor Grades: 40% Major Grades: 45% 

Daily Work 
Notebook Checks 
Collaborative Work 

Quizzes 
Day Long Projects 
 
 
 

Tests 
Longer Projects  

 
 
Tutoring: Tutoring for is available on Thursday mornings before school or by appointment only.  
 
Communication: Students should utilize their Google Calendar to track homework, test dates, etc.             
Google Classroom and e-mail should be checked daily for assignments and study materials. Grades will               
be updated weekly. Please take the time to sign up for Parent Portal, so you can access your child’s                   
progress. Contact the front office for assistance. You can always contact me by phone or email as well. 
 
Behavior Expectations: High-quality work and personal best effort are expected at all times. Behavior 
expectations follow the IMS Positive Behavior Interventions and Supports (PBIS) Model based on the 
Irmo Middle Behavior Expectations: Integrity, Acceptance, and Motivation. Please review the Irmo 
Middle School Student/Parent Handbook in its entirety so that you are familiar with all expectations.  
  

 
 

Thank you, and welcome to Team iGrow! 
 
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1hNZ0mAgo3SwJV1f4A72KKnfPy8BoJSRFtEUfUKmvu4Y/edit

